Statement of the Trade Fair Management of spoga+gafa / 01 from 2021
•
•

Exhibitors, visitors and Koelnmesse will be coming together in late February / early March
to discuss the opportunities of the event taking place in late May and early June
Just over four months to the start of the trade fair: New visitor congresses will be added to
spoga+gafa 2021

Dear partners and friends of spoga+gafa,
ladies and gentlemen,
Many thanks for your good wishes for 2021 — we were delighted to receive them. We wish you the
same and would like to thank you once again for the open and trusting manner in which we
cooperated last year.
The months ahead will be suspenseful and challenging, but also promising. It’s not easy for some of
you to believe in the opportunities of an event that will be held in a little over four months from
now, especially when other trade fair projects are currently being cancelled. We take your
uncertainty seriously. However, we, the team of spoga+gafa, believe we have an opportunity. We
are confident that a specialist trade show such as spoga+gafa can, should and will be held a little
over four months from now. However, we still need some time before we can better and more
reliably assess how the situation will be like in early summer. And we will take this time together.
As we have discussed with many of you, whether the committees, your associations, the individual
visitor groups and many exhibitors, we want to at least see together how things develop in Europe
and intercontinentally in February before we make a final decision.
We will then, two and a half to three months to go before spoga+gafa 2021 commences (30 May –
1 June 2021), be able to better assess the possibilities and willingness of our business visitors to
travel to Cologne. Our decisions always take into account the fact that three quarters of our guests
have come from Europe in recent years. We remain optimistic that these people, at least, will once
again be able to attend the world’s largest garden lifestyle event this year. Until then, we and our
partners, who represent your interests, have agreed to keep calm and to take a wait-and-see
approach. We should therefore not let ourselves be influenced too much by the current situation —
we are headed in the right direction. We’ve agreed to keep calm and to trust in the opportunity
that time will give us.

New visitor congresses at spoga+gafa 2021
How does spoga+gafa currently stand after the permanently earlier date was announced? We are
delighted to tell you that your garden lifestyle fair is in excellent shape. This is particularly
demonstrated by the large number of reservations that we’ve received for all of the segments in all
of the 14 halls.
Although we are delighted about the stable number of exhibitors, we are also very happy about new
visitor-related developments that will further boost the event’s value added. The influx of new bigname exhibitors and the wishes for larger stands on the part of our well-established exhibitors have
encouraged us to conduct talks with various national and international visitor associations in recent
weeks. This was done with the aim of inviting them to hold their annual general meetings at or
close to spoga+gafa.
All of these talks were favourable and promising for you, the partners of spoga+gafa. As of today,
we will welcome the following visitor meetings, some of which are new, to this year’s spoga+gafa
and its environs (examples, more to follow):

The ‘Garden Summit 2021’ of the BHB (Federal Association of the German DIY, Building and
Garden Specialist Stores) on the grounds of spoga+gafa on the afternoon of 1 June 2021.
The BHB is a specialist association that represents the interests of the trading firms for
do-it-yourselfers, builders and gardeners from Germany, Austria and Switzerland
(the “D-A-CH” region) and of other companies from the DIY sector, from industry, and
from the services sector. As an association with an international focus, the BHB is active in
Germany, and, through its membership of the European DIY Retail Association (EDRA),
throughout all of Europe. The annual garden meeting of the BHB and its members will be
held at spoga+gafa 2021.
VDG Winter Conference. The annual general meeting of the German garden centres will take
place at spoga+gafa 2021.
The Verband Deutscher Garten-Center (Association of German Garden Centres) represents
the interests of privately owned and managed garden centres. These garden centres are the
leaders in their region. A garden centre’s size isn’t as decisive as its expertise. The VDG’s
Winter Conference, the main annual convention of the German garden centres, will be held
at spoga+gafa 2021.
Motoristen-Kongress, 30 May 2021 at spoga+gafa
The annual meeting of the specialist power tool dealers will be held at spoga+gafa for the
first time. The aim of this congress is to bring the various players of the power tool sector
together and to promote the exchange of ideas concerning the latest trends and topics.
Dear friends and partners of spoga+gafa. Although the path we have to take to get to this year’s
trade fair won’t be easy, rest assured that by pulling together we will be able to make spoga+gafa
a success for everyone involved. The trade fair will certainly look different this time: Although it
might be smaller and less intercontinental, it certainly won’t offer fewer opportunities for all of
you to be successful. ‘Form follows function’ is our in-house action and planning motto for
spoga+gafa 2021. It shows that our one and only goal this year is to offer you the opportunity to
bring supply and demand together on the spoga+gafa platform, whether at the physical event or the
digital trade fair that will be held in parallel. It’s a matter of what we need to do, rather than what
would be nice to see. And it can work if everyone keeps their distance so that the event will be a
success.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact us.
We wish you all the best. Stay healthy.
Best regards,
Your spoga+gafa team

Catja Caspary
Vice President Trade Fair Management

Stefan Lohrberg
Director

Koelnmesse GmbH
Messeplatz 1
50679 Köln / Germany

You can find information about our safety and hygiene measures by clicking on the following link:
www.spogagafa.com/besafe

