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DIL wins major new EU project – more than EUR one  
million flows to Quakenbrück  
 
DIL, the German Institute of Food Technologies, is the project coordinator of the EU project 
“Food in a Box” (FOX). Within the context of the European Research and Innovation Pro-
gramme Horizon 2020, the European Commission is making EUR seven million available for 
the overall funding of the project. Of this, more than EUR one million will go directly to the DIL 
as funding. At the launch event in Brussels on 3 and 4 July, 50 project participants came to-
gether for the first discussions on implementing the project ideas.  
 
 

EU Project Food in a Box  
 
The FOX project is conducting research to find out whether the decentralisation and regional-
isation of food production can help to improve the ecological footprint. The project consortium 
consists of 25 partners from eight different European countries, including eleven small and 
medium-sized companies from the food industry and the plant engineering sector. The goal of 
the project is to research mild and gentle processing of fruit and vegetables in flexible and 
mobile processing units. In the course of the four-and-a-half year research period, various 
innovative process technologies are to be integrated in mobile containers and four prototypes 
are to be developed. In addition to the Pulsed Electric Fields (PEF) process developed at the 
DIL, these technologies include the latest drying technologies, processes for precise quality 
determination of fresh produce, new packaging materials and the usability of surplus goods 
from supermarkets and catering. Important aspects for the project here are environmentally 
compatible and gentle processing for the production of healthy and high-grade foods. 
 
 

Promotion of small producers and direct producers  
 
In order to reduce food waste, all technical developments are also to be attractive for small 
producers. The mobile units should represent an alternative for farmers, cooperatives and 
small businesses to establish a more effective value creation chain. Surpluses and B-grade 
goods that do not make their way onto the market via the conventional distribution channels 
are to be processed into higher-grade products and then marketed independently. 
 
The technological research will be supplemented by the development of business models for 
applying the new mobile processing units, as well as by consumer research and broad-based 
studies on the economic, ecological and social sustainability of the project. 
 
 

Successful networking by DIL – based in Brussels for ten years now 
 
The DIL has been represented in Brussels with an office of its own for ten years now in order 
to expand the research activities in the food science sector on a European scale. The office is 
headed by Dr. Kerstin Lienemann. The DIL is not just supporting the Lower Saxony-based 
research location with this new EU project, but is in fact also currently involved in a large num-
ber of EU projects. As a partner in the European Initiative EIT Food Programme, the DIL is 
also participating in what is currently the largest EU programme in the field of food sciences. 
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The EU Project “Food in the Box” (FOX) starting its work. the DIL project coordinators  
Dr. Kemal Aganovic and Dr. Kerstin Lienemann can be seen in the middle at the front (Photo: DIL) 

 
 
One thing is clear for the Institute Director Dr. Volker Heinz, “The DIL in Quakenbrück and 
research based in the German state of Lower Saxony are profiting from the networking in 
Brussels and the successful participation in EU projects. The project “Food in a Box” is a further 
important building block on the way to improving value creation in the food processing chain”. 
The European Commission Officer, Ms Camilla La-Peccerella, congratulated the team on the 
start of the project and noted its strong performance in a highly competitive call for bids. 
 
The European Commission is funding altogether two out of a total of 46 applications. The 
applications were assessed by an international, independent committee of experts. 
 
 

Further information and contact  
 
Gerdfried Senkler 
Marketing und Kommunikation 
DIL Deutsches Institut für Lebensmitteltechnik e.V.  
 
Prof.-von-Klitzing-Str. 7 
49610 Quakenbrück, Germany 
 
E-mail:.G.Senkler@dil-ev.de 
http://www.dil-ev.de  
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