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Forming snacks digitally networked – Handtmann offers 
machines and digital solutions for multi-line forming  
 
Regardless of whether in the confectionery industry or in meat processing: if you take a look 
at current market trends, you can see that there is a much greater demand for shape variety 
than was the case just a few years ago. Albert Handtmann Maschinenfabrik from Biberach 
developed its forming systems as a direct response to this demand. These systems are ideal 
for manufacturers who want to keep pace with the trend towards new product variety and cover 
a wide range of products. 
 
 

 
 

Multi-line forming: at ProSweets 2020 in Cologne, Handtmann presented the latest technology for con-
fectionery and snack production, including a forming system for bar production.  

(Photo: Mareike Bähnisch) 

 

 
A variety of shapes to suit every taste 
 
Shaped products that can be prepared quickly or eaten as a snack are booming. Whether 
made of meat or vegetarian: Handtmann offers an extensive range of solutions for this pur-
pose, that can be used to manufacture differently shaped products – round, oval, or other 
required shapes. When combined with the company's vacuum fillers, the systems can basically 
be used for a variety of applications and the downstream forming system is part of a modular 
system. Thanks to the modular design, new forming tubes, dies or forming sets can be added 
as required. This new development enables producers to flexibly expand their range of prod-
ucts to be manufactured and to quickly respond to changing market requirements. 
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Simple adjustment of the desired product shape 
 
The functions of the VF 800 vacuum fillers are controlled via the display on the system, which 
is also where the geometric shape of the products can set. Handtmann Product Visualization 
HPV greatly simplifies configuration and shows a graphic representation of the set product 
shape on the control system.   
 
The Handtmann Communication Unit HCU is a solution that links the filling systems with the 
data network of the production plant. And the software regulates all of the processes. Batch 
tracking and detailed documentation of production processes ensures full traceability and also 
generates appealing cost-saving potentials. Automatic weight regulation and a production 
planning tool are available as optional extras. 

 
 
Storing machine data in the cloud 
 
The Handtmann Machine Cockpit HMC is also a new development. This is an online tool that 
stores data such as operating hours, printing history, error messages and machine status in 
the cloud. An updated overview of this data can be accessed via mobile devices – virtually in 
real time. Vital information, such as the time of the next servicing, is available to plant operators 
and the responsible Handtmann contact person to schedule maintenance and servicing. Un-
scheduled downtimes can therefore be prevented and operating costs kept at a low level 
through the timely maintenance of machines.   
 
 

 
 

Handtmann offers added value for the operator directly at the machine, as demonstrated here at  
ProSweets 2020 in Cologne with the VF 838S vacuum filler, with digital solutions for the production 
process – such as the HPV, which depicts a graphic display of the set product shape on the control 

system. (Photo: Mareike Bähnisch) 
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Handtmann also has a range of other digital solutions that offer application and system-specific 
added value in daily production processes. One such example is the Machine Setup Assistant 
MSA. It automatically generates a proposal for machine equipment and settings based on 
specific product information. This solution provides maximum support for new or inexperienced 
operators and ensures reliable production.   
 

 
Full prevention of production errors 
 
After production, it should often be possible to place the formed products directly into the pack-
aging without any additional manual intervention. Handtmann Line Control HLC is used for 
these complete solutions, such as the multi-form line. It enables real-time status monitoring 
and automatic real-time programme changeover of the entire production line using the controls 
of the vacuum filler and thus simplifying the process. 
 
Handtmann's digital solutions also feature the HMF monitoring function with which the VF 800 
generation vacuum fillers are equipped. This function automatically stops the filling and por-
tioning line if quality-relevant parameters are undershot or exceeded. This makes it possible 
to reduce or even completely eliminate faulty production.   
 
 
 

Further information and contact 
 
Albert Handtmann Maschinenfabrik GmbH & Co. KG  
Biberach 
Thomas Wenk/Andreas Heckenberger 
Product Managers 
Tel. +49 7351 45-0 
Thomas.Wenk@handtmann.de 
Andreas.Heckenberger@handtmann.de 
www.handtmann.de 
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